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Course Content

The programme follows the Listos course books 
which prepare students for the IGCSE examination. 
The modular course teaches grammar and 
vocabulary through topics. Each module introduces 
new language and reviews language that has been 
met before. An examination section at the end 
of each module provides IGCSE examination–
type tasks. A final extra section consists of more 
complex language structures and vocabulary for 
those aiming for a higher grade. All four language 
skills are practised thoroughly in each module of 
the course. 

Students are not expected to speak and write 
fluently like a Spanish native speaker; so long as 
students can communicate a point, even if errors 
are made, it is still possible to obtain a very good 
pass.  

The reading and writing parts of the IGCSE involve 
showing an understanding of, for example, articles 
from newspapers and magazines and writing 
informal or formal letters, as well as writing 
stories about personal experience or a review of a 
book or film.

The IGCSE equips students to use Spanish in 
practical, everyday situations – on holiday, at the 
shops, in the restaurant, introducing yourself, 
finding a job, etc and also offers valuable insights 
into the culture where Spanish is spoken.

Assessment 

All four language skills (listening, reading, 
speaking and writing) are assessed, and equally 
weighting (25%) is given to each skill. For the 
speaking and writing examinations, students 
are given marks for communication, quality of 
language and general impression.

Resources

The four skills, listening, reading, speaking and 
writing are taught through a range of activities 
that are designed to be stimulating and creative.

Listos! Pupil’s Book, Workbook, Colour OHT File, 
Resources Pack, Michael Calvert, Heinemann

The class textbook follows the IGCSE syllabus, •	
complete with CDs,  and ICT options
Specific units of work build and / or reinforce •	
grammar skills
Video/DVDs reinforce oral skills and introduce •	
students to the language of situations outside 
of the classroom
Role play, interactive language activities, •	
quizzes, team competitions and general/
personal discussions place students in real 
situations for which speaking is necessary to 
deal with the situation
Projects and displays reinforce writing •	
Specific topics allow students to research and •	
present their own ideas and those different 
from their own
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Aims and Objectives

To find out the development of the •	
Vietnamese literature through a lot of 
historical periods.
To acknowledge the value of Vietnamese •	
language and culture.
To understand and build up a positive •	
attitude towards Vietnamese literature 
either in respect to the national culture or 
aesthetic appreciation.
To find out special features of the World •	
Literature.
To be able to use the formal style of •	
Vietnamese language.
Courses are aimed to supply information •	
for Vietnamese students so that they 
can be used as the preparation for 
International Baccalaureate in Year 12.

Course Content

The content of Vietnamese is mostly based on the 
curriculum of the Education Ministry. However, 
there are some Vietnamese lessons which focus 
on general knowledge about Vietnamese culture, 
customs, belief and traditional festivals.

Year 10

 The Year 10 course consists of 3 terms

	 Term 1 : Vietnamese Literature
The life style of Ho Chi Minh President.•	
The story of the girl in Nam Xương.•	
Kieu story written by Nguyen Du.•	
Vietnamese poets:•	

Huy Cận	

Chế Lan Viên	
Viễn Phương 	
Hữu Thỉnh	

Grammar of the Vietnamese language•	
Styles of conversation ( phương châm 	
hội thoại)
Oral presentation ( văn bản thuyết 	
minh)
Reported speech – direct speech ( dẫn 	
trực tiếp – gián tiếp)
Development of viet vocabulary ( sự 	
phát triển từ vựng)

	 Term 2:
Stories:•	

Làng ( A village)	
Lặng lẽ Sapa ( Quiet Sapa)	
Chiếc lược ngà ( an ivory comb)	
Collection of short stories by Nguyen 	
Minh Chau

Grammar of the Vietnamese language•	
Terminology ( thuật ngữ)	
Narrative genre ( thể loại tự sự) 	

Commentary essay ( Văn nghị luận)•	

	 Term 3 : World Literature
Story: “ Cố Hương ( Returning the hometown)” •	
by Luxun ( Lo Tan – Chinese writer ).
Story “ Robinson ngoài đảo hoang ( Robinson •	
on the deserted island)” by an English writer.
Story “ Bố của Simon ( Simon’s Dad)” by Guy de •	
Maupassant
Story: “ Tiếng gọi nơi hoang dã ( A wild call ) by •	
Jack London
Fable poem: “ A wolf and a sheep” by La •	
Fontaine
Poem “ Mây và Sóng ( Cloud and Wave) by •	
Tagore  
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Year 11

The content of the Year 11 course is divided into 2 terms
	
Term 1:  Vietnamese Literature 

POETS: 

Nguyễn Khuyến•	
Trần tế Xương•	
Hồ Xuân Hương•	
Nguyễn Đình Chiểu •	

WRITERS

Lê Hữu Trác•	
Thạch Lam•	
Vũ Trọng Phụng•	
Hồ Biểu Chánh •	

Term 2:  World Literature – writing an essay  

World Literature •	
William Shakespeare – Romeo & Juliet	
Alexander Pushkin – poems	
Victor Hugo – story	

Writing an essay •	
Analysis style	
Narrative style	
Critical style	

Assessment 

The Internal assessment is completely required 
in the course. Students will be asked to complete 
termly tests and the final exam that is based on 
the school calendar. Their tests and exams are 
always divided into 2 parts such as the multiple 
choice and an essay with topics given. 60 % of 
marks is given to the essay and 40 % is for the 
multiple choice. The final results of year 11 will 
show which IB grades they should stay.

Resources
For Vietnamese grammar and literature , 
resources are based on the book lists form the 
Education Ministry. Textbooks in class are the 
same as general textbooks used in Vietnamese 
schools, there are also extra reading books 

Ngu van 9,10, 11( text books)•	
Sach tham khao giang day ( reference •	
books)
Van Hoa Viet ( cultural books)•	

48



50

THE BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

HO CHI MINH CITY

www.bisvietnam.com

TU XUONG PRIMARY CAMPUS

43-45 Tu Xuong St., Ward 7,
District 3, HCMC
Tel:  (848) 3932 0210
Fax: (848) 3932 0770
Email: tuxuong@bisvietnam.com

AN PHU PRIMARY CAMPUS

225 Nguyen Van Huong St., Thao Dien Ward, 
District 2, HCMC
Tel:  (848) 3744 4551
Fax: (848) 3744 4182
Email: anphu@bisvietnam.com

AN PHU SECONDARY CAMPUS

246 Nguyen Van Huong St., Thao Dien Ward, 
District 2, HCMC
Tel:  (848) 3744 2335
Fax: (848) 3744 2334
Email: anphu@bisvietnam.com




